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From the right: Vicki Rice, ASCLS- MT President; Susie Zanto,
Webmaster and Circulation; Joni Gilstrap, Past-President; Bridget
0O 6 B r,iMenmbership; Lana Hamilton, District V Chair; Vivian
Schaffer, President-Elect; and Tori Resnick, also Membership, as
they board sight- seeing craft for a tour of the Lake Michigan harbor
and the Chicago skyline, part of the social activities they enjoyed at the
National ASCLS meeting in Chicago in July.

A Lanotatory News

Winter 200971 2010 Issue MONTANA

CHICAGO ADVENTURE 2009

By Lana Hamilton, District V Chair

Going to the National 77" Annual Meeting in Chicago was quite
the experience for me. Several years ago | had been back east
for ASCP in Atlanta, New Orleans, Washington DC, etc, but the
meetings were nowhere near the scale of this meeting. The
Convention Center we were shuttled to for our Scientific
Sessions and to view the Clinical Lab Expo was unbelievably
huge. We received our daily 30 minutes plus walk just getting to
and from the shuttle to your destination at the McCormick Place.
The Scientific Sessions were interesting and informative (I am
taking D3 now because of a session | attended). There were
more choices than one could possibly take advantage of with
between 4-7 options for each block of time.

Then there was the Expoé.it wad

L an a 6 sle (&antinued)

and testing imaginable for the Laboratory.

As | explored the different displays and
talked to the many personnel at each
spot, | overheard all kinds of foreign
languages being spoken. | spent a good
half day at the Expo and just scratched
the surface.

The display of posters was again
tremendously huge. | never did find out
the total number, but 100s, and 100s and
100s! I candt i mag
this many entries!

Each night we would crowd in a little
sight-seeing. Chicago has some
beautiful architecture in their buildings,
wonderful food close by and sights to
see. We did make it to the Sky Bridge
(got a blister from this walk), the river tour
of the city and its history and the
Stainless Steel Ball were some of the
highlights.

Rooming with the other board members
and getting to know them better was a
true delight. It was a wonderful
experience and | feel privileged to have,
at the last moment, been able to
participate in such an adventure!!

continued in next column
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President

Vicki Rice

124 Colter Loop
Helena, MT 59602
406-459-4978 (cell)
406-459-4978 (cell)
Vicki.rice@gmail.com

Vicki.rice@va.gov

President-Elect
Vivian Schaffer
3305 Pine Hills Drive
Helena, MT 59602
406-475-3075 (H)
gvschaffer@mt.net

Past-President &

Leadership
Development

Joni Gilstrap

1245 Ave E

Billings, MT 59102
406-252-6337 (H)
406-657-4046 (W)
jgilstrap@billingsclinic.org

Secretary

Chelsea Wallace
1635 Yellowstone Ave
Billings, MT 59102
406-696-2656 (H)
406-657-4060 (W)

wallace chelsea@yahoo.com

Treasurer

Robyn Temple-Smolkin
201 E. Lyndale Ave.
Helena, MT 59601
406-461-8089
ritemplesmolkin@aol.com

Membership
Victoria Rensink
1010 Doane Rd
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Presi dent 6 sViddieRecs a
NCA-ASCP BOR Merger

Il 6m sure most of yomergeave h
announced at the 2009 ASCLS National Meeting i NCA and
the ASCP Board of Registry have signed an agreement
forming a single certification agency for medical laboratory
professionals. The agency is now called the ASCP Board of
Certification (BOC). The agreement was effective on Friday,
Oct. 23, 2009. At that time, the NCA was dissolved as a
corporation. The BOC Board of Governors is composed of
five ASCP Fellows (pathologists), five ASCP laboratory
professionals, four representatives of ASCLS, two
representatives of the Association of Genetic Technologists,
eight representatives from the eight participating societies
respectively, and one public representative. The "ASCP"
suffix will be attached to all BOC certifications from now on.
The designation is MLS(ASCP). Current and active - &
certifications will be transferred to the ASCP BOC; no examination is reqwred for the transfer
Medical technologists (MT) and clinical laboratory scientists (CLS) are now called Medical
Laboratory Scientists (MLS).

Many of those present at that announcement in Chicago in July were surprised, as was |. And,
it seems, many of our younger coworkers are really unaware of how we ended up with two
exams and two credentialing bodies. That history feels personal to me. Way back in 1976
when | completed my internship, there was one exam to take. ASCP, an organization of
pat hol ogi st s, oversaw this certification.
lot and was happy to hear | passed. Some years later when | heard that NCA had formed,
based on the ideal that, in a true profession, members of that profession determine who is
gualified to enter the profession. NCA was then the certification agency in which members of
the laboratory profession control this important gateway to the profession. This difference
spoke to me. | studied a lot for that exam, long after mycology and parasitology facts had
faded from my memory. Since passing that exam, | have preferred to use the CLS credential

and to maintain it by compthreetyearssg t he requi r

The new merged body has much work to do. Unclear to-date is how Specialist credentials will
be maintained, what fees will be required, exactly how exams will be created and many other

Bozeman, MT 59718 det ai |l s. The new 6named suseemnbkavedsd rmanyonanteg irand n i

406-581-5740 now a new oneé I nterestingly, | Ilearned re:

calzena0@hotmail.com | common title used internationally for professionals in our field. We do live on this shrinking
planet, so maybe that is a good transitontomakei one t hat | ooks beyon

Bridget OO6BTr
3540 Tigard Ave

Billing, MT 59101
406-661-1015

BOBrien@BillingsClinic.org

boundaries for our professional label.

| want to resist my impulse to throw a tantrum over this merger, to put my confidence in my
peers on this board to pr ot erwdrdimihe hipathaeaure st s .
combined medical laboratory forces will help represent our common interests such as

supporting and expanding high quality technical training and helping to provide adequate
resources to recruit those smart individuals we need working in our labs of the future. But |

have to admit, just spending a few minutes on the ASCP website made me disheartened for the
failed effort. continued on page 5
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Board of Directors

Jeannine Pembroke i 2™ yr
2945 Rocky Pine Drive
Helena, MT 59601
406-447-7910
horse6114@aol.com

Amy Steinmetz i 1% yr
1226 Colton Blvd

Billings, MT 59102
406-245-7836 (H)
406-657-4076 (W)
asteinmetz@billingsclinic.org

Nominations Committee
District |

Keri Taylor

877 Prairie Elk Dr

Wolf Point, MT 59201
406-485-2869
osukeri@yahoo.com

District Il

Rhona D6 ANt
3617 8" Ave South

Great Falls, MT 59405
406-453-4939 (H)
dantuonor@usa.redcross.org

District 11l

Brenden Collins

1245 Matdor Ave
Billings, MT 59105
406-657-4060 (W)
406-599-0059 (H/C)
Bcollins3@billingsclinic.org

District IV

Karen Clark

15 Stag Street
Belgrade, MT 59714
406-587-3133 (H)
406-587-3133 (W)
kacsquiggy@yahoo.com

District V

Lana Hamilton

6405 S. Meadowwood
Missoula, MT 59803
406-251-3456 (H)
lana@bigsky.net

Region VIII Director
J.R. Constance
720-339-3646

jrc@rodricon.com
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Montana Medical Laboratory Science Program Class of 2010

Meet the Students

Currently in their internships in Billings at
Billings Clinic are Sadie Arnold and Tara
Stoltenberg.

Sadie is an MSU 1 Bozeman grad, her

hometown is Miles City.

Tara graduated from the U of M in

Mi ssoul a, she doesn
particularh o met own, but s
most at home in Missoula.
Al so in Billings, Skpeut
Thompson.

Skyebs hometown i s Re

she is currently living and commuting to

Billings. She is an MSU graduate. Skye

is looking forward to a Harley vacation to
Alaska after graduation.

Interning in Bozeman is Christine Roath.
Christine is from Miles City, although
she hasnét been the
Christine graduated from MSU in
Bozeman.

In Butte, Meredith LaFond.and Jamie

Case are interning at St. James.

Meredith started college at Montana
Tech in Butte and completed her degree
at the U of M in Missoula.

Jamie also graduated from the U of M

in Missoula. Her hometown is Missoula.
Jamie was a poker d
life.o

In Great Falls, at Benefis Hospital are
Jason Listerud (his real first name is
Lowell, but we call him Jason) and James
Russell.
Jasonbs hometown is M
U of M grad. Jason has served two
years total in Uzbekistan and
Afghanistan with the Army reserve and 8
years total service in the Army reserve.
James also is a U of M grad, his
hometown is Dillon. James formerly
was a certified PGA golf professional.

I n Hel ena, &arondermaRre t
is completing his internship.

Aaron graduated from Carroll College

and his hometown is Billings.

In Missoula, at Community Hospital, is
Paula McDonald
Paula began her college experience in
Kalispell and completed at the U of M in
Missoula. Her hometown is Kalispell.

Interning in Ronan is Matthew Kalanick.
Matthew is from Power and graduated
from the U of M in Missoula.

But WaitéThereds mor g

continued on page 5
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Awards and Scholarships
Renee Kloser- 2™ year
Missoula, MT 59801
406-721-5600 (W)
406-728-6397 (H)
ASCLS-Presi dent ds Address as t ol | heerar@yahoocom

| want to tell you a little about the inspiring address we heard from the new
ASCLS President, Mary AnfAiPMolade. GhHe&le
gave a charge to all members to help raise the profile of our profession in your
everyday life. Her address can be heard by going to the ASCLS website and
playing the recording. | encourage you to do so!

http://www.ascls.org/leadership/docs/Acceptance speech ASCLS 2009.swf

Mary Ann makes many interesting points in her address; she says that members
of our profession must work to counter four publicly held falsehoods: that

1) What we do is easy

2) Anyone can do it

3) Lab work is repetitive, boring, unexciting and

4) All our efforts make little difference in the long run.

Shestat es t hat we must quit playing the
what | dod, quit repeating O6what can
a shy | ab professional, content to st
powerlessandt hat you may as wel |l accept O6h
REFUSE TO BE CALLED A ROOM, to build on the evidence that patient care is
best served by the use of trained, certified professionals and know that those
professionals are YOU! Respond to the media when it continuously
misrepresents our profession on TV programs i like on HOUSE when the doctors
are constantly performing | ab testing

Mary Ann challenges us toPdovs$ dme t Bhen
charged attendees at the meeting to do ONE thing in August, TWO things in
September, THREE things in October, etc. She wants us to report individually
back to her on what we did and she will be sharing those tiny efforts in emails and
ASCLS Today articles. Our organization is full of bright, infinitely hard-working
individuals.

Martin Guthrie i 1% year
PO Box 594

Lolo, MT 59847
406-240-8158
guthrienet@bresnan.net

Education and P.A.C.E.®
Susan Brown

2900 12" Ave N. #295W
Billings, MT 59101
406-238-6059 (W)
smb@YPIl.com

Finance and Audit
Robert Senecal

5770 Sunset Rd
Helena, MT 59601
406-422-0095
Rob3@bresnan.net
rsenecal@stpetes.org

Govt. Affairs/PAC
Coordinator

Vicki Rice

124 Colter Loop
Helena, MT 59602
406-447-7512 (W)
406-459-4979 (H/C)

New Professionals Board
Member, Region Vil
Student Chair

Katie Hovland

2119 Livingston Ave
Missoula, MT 59801
406-207-0708
kmhovland@gmail.com

By-Laws

Barbara Hudson

412 N. 23"

Bozeman, MT 59715
406-994-5664
406-586-9440
bhudson@montana.edu

File Custodian
Rhonda Craver

8787 Huffman Lane
Bozeman, MT 59715
rcraver@montana.edu



mailto:neerayr@yahoo.com
mailto:guthrienet@bresnan.net
mailto:smb@YPII.com
mailto:Rob3@bresnan.net
mailto:rsenecal@stpetes.org
mailto:kmhovland@gmail.com
mailto:bhudson@montana.edu
mailto:rcraver@montana.edu
http://www.ascls.org/leadership/docs/Acceptance_speech_ASCLS_2009.swf

ASCLS .
Montana L ratory N Winter 2 -10, P
JiAN ontana Laboratory News Winter 2009-10, Page 5

\
MONTANA gf I EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESENESEEEEENEEENEEENEERF

Nominations Are Now Open

ASCLS-MT will be electing new:

President-Elect

Secretary (two year term)

Board Member (two year term)

Awards and Scholarships Committee

(two year term)

Finance and Audit (two year term)

Nominations Committee (two year terms)

District Il (Great Falls i Havre)

District IV ( Missoula 7 Kalispell)
If you or anyone you know is interested in one of these positions or would
be a good candidate for one of these positions, please talk to that person
and to one of the Nominations Committee members listed on the left side

of page 3 of this newsletter.

President 0s Mes
(continued from page 2)

At the meeting, | spoke for a while
about the merger with Susan Morris,
one of the major negotiators who
worked for four years on this deal.

She made the point that one of the
reasons NCA could not be sustained is
that OUR OWN professionals never
made the decision to PREFER this
certification. We, as those who hire;
we, as coworkers and; we, as
education program directors, did not
do a good enough job stressing to
graduates why the NCA credential
SHOULD be preferred. So, in the end,
numbers of participants forced this

merger as NCA was no longer on a Teton Mountain Mystery Huge Success

self-sustaining track.

J.R. Constance (left), as Al Bumin,

Stay tuned to how the merger the honored guest at the Virginian
develops, at this point, there is no during IMSS 2009
going back. We will just have to hope Al Bumin's Favorite Whiskey (below)

for a happy marriage.

Meet the Students
Continued from page 3

Ashley Banner, a Colstrip native, is a
student at MSU-BIllings and the new
ASCLS-MT student representative.
Ashley started college at Concordia
College in Moorhead, MN as a music
major. She found employment as a
technical assistant two years ago and
decided to change her career goals.
She is completing college in Billings.
She has not begun her internship yet,
so she will have quite a bit of
experience in ASCLS-MT by the time
she is an intern.

Many of the students have spouses
and children, so they have full lives
besides the exhausting amount of
studying and learning they are
cramming into this year. We look
forward to meeting them in person at
the Spring Meeting when they will be

presenting their poster projects. Characters from IMSS Teton Mountain Mystery including: Dee Dymer, Lou
Kemia, Bill E. Ruben, Trichy Monas and Rhoda Virus.




