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Summer 2009 

ASCLS Executive VP  
Visits Grassroots Members 

Elissa Passiment, the Executive Vice President 

of ASCLS, was a featured presenter at the Spring 

Meeting, speaking on Healthcare Policy and 

Quality Control.  Elissa and her staff have their 

fingers on the pulse of Washington and are in 

constant contact with the ASCLS Board, ASCLS 

State Presidents, and members via e-mail to 

keep them informed of important legislative 

issues affecting the laboratory community 

about which they should be in contact with 

their congressional members.  Elissa and J.R. 

Constance, the Region VIII Director, are there to   

                                    (Grassroots continued on page 6)  

 

The ASCLS-MT Annual General Business Meeting 

at the Spring Meeting in Billings culminated in the 

transfer of the gavel from Joni Gilstrap, who is now 

Past President, to Vicki Rice, the new President. 

Rockinô the Rims  

a Great Success 
The Billings Planning Committee presented a great 

meeting with many informative and interesting 

speakers, more student posters than this frequent 

attendee has ever seen, a great fundraiser for the 

Montana University System Medical Laboratory 

Science scholarship fund, a well attended vendor 

exhibition and even a well-known popular band for a 

dance open to the public. 

 

The Annual Awards Ceremony was held on Friday 

morning, and many members were honored.  More on 

the award winners and the entire CLS Paper of the 

Year Winner entitled The Black Death and HIV by 

Walter Walsh are inside this issue.            
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President 

Vicki Rice 

124 Colter Loop 

Helena, MT 59602 

406-459-4978 (cell)  

406-459-4978 (cell)  

Vicki.rice@gmail.com 

Vicki.rice@va.gov 

 

President-Elect 

Vivian Schaffer 

3305 Pine Hills Drive 

Helena, MT 59602 

406-475-3075 (H) 

gvschaffer@mt.net 

 

Past-President &  

Leadership Development 

Joni Gilstrap 

1245 Ave E 

Billings, MT 59102 

406-252-6337 (H) 

406-657-4046 (W) 

jgilstrap@billingsclinic.org 

 

Secretary 

Chelsea Wallace 

1635 Yellowstone Ave 

Billings, MT 59102 

406-696-2656 (H) 

406-657-4060 (W) 

wallace_chelsea@yahoo.com 

 

Treasurer 

Robyn Temple-Smolkin 

201 E. Lyndale Ave. 

Helena, MT 59601 

406-461-8089 

rltemplesmolkin@aol.com  

 

Membership &  

Professional Development 

Carrie Biskupiak 

1336 Beaverhead Road 

Helena , MT 59602 

406-442-5561 (H) 

406-444-3444 (W) 

c.biskupiak@bresnan.net 

cbiskupiak@mt.gov 

 

 

 

The April, 2009 ASCLS-MT meeting in Billings was a great opportunity to learn new 

things, review topics we may have grown rusty in, renew friendships and network with our 

fellow professionals in Montana.  From my long membership in ASCLS and some of the 

opportunities I have had to see the organization on a state and national level, I can 

truthfully say that we are lucky to have the number and quality of committed professionals 

working to give us these opportunities each year.  The Billings planning committee brought 

together nationally-known and local speakers to truly captivate our attention.  Of special 

note, our ASCLS national director, Elissa Passiment gave a presentation about a number of 

national topics including some current regulatory changes such as the attempts CMS is 

making to update the quality management systems required by CLIA ς likely coming to a 

laboratory near you in 2009!  It was great to visit with Elissa, who works for our profession 

with superior commitment.  Two other nationally-known speakers, Farogh Nazari 

(sponsored by Siemens Healthcare Diagnostics) and Robin Kerr (sponsored by Abbott 

Diagnostics) gave thoroughly enjoyable presentations.  Robin spoke about the Labs are 

Vital Initiative, the website developed to assist in making our profession more visible to 

young people developing their career interests.  Farogh charmed us with his many 

personal stories that exemplified the core fabric of customer service and inspired us to 

sew some of those ideas into the culture we inhabit in our own labs back home.  Many of 

us are now able to obtain our annually-ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ /9¦Ωǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦǊŜŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ 

avaƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ƻǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ ƭŀōΩǎ tǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ¢ŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŜƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ L 

would urge you to continue to value our annual meetings as high quality opportunities you 

cannot reach from your desk!  Just as a trip away from home can clear your thoughts of 

chores undone, a trip away from your lab allows you an opportunity to concentrate on 

new ideas without a million distractions.   

It is difficult for any of us to find time for any volunteer activities outside our own 

very busy lives; I am certainly no exception.  As the newly elected ASCLS-Montana 

President, I am hoping follow-ǳǇ ƻƴ WƻƴƛΩǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ 

encourage student interest in Laboratory medicine.  She created packets you can 

                                                                                     (tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ Ŏontinued on page 5) 

 

Vicki Rice 

ASCLS ïMT President 

2009-2010 

 

Greetings from the 2009-2010  

ASCLS-MT President 

mailto:Vicki.rice@gmail.com
mailto:Vicki.rice@va.gov
mailto:gvschaffer@mt.net
mailto:jgilstrap@billingsclinic.org
mailto:wallace_chelsea@yahoo.com
mailto:rltemplesmolkin@aol.com
mailto:c.biskupiak@bresnan.net
mailto:cbiskupiak@mt.gov
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MLN Editor 

Susan Keeney 

1207 Ave B NW 

Great Falls, MT 59404 

406-453-7255 (H) 

406-455-5439 (W) 

skeeney@bresnan.net 

 

Circulation & Webmaster 

Susie Zanto 

2 Capital Court 

Helena, MT 59601 

406-442-5776 (H) 

406-444-2839 (W) 

Da_zzzz@yahoo.com 

szanto@mt.gov 

 

District I Chair 

Dawn Nagle 

P.O. Box 618 

Circle, MT 59215 

406-485-2053 

406-653-2100 

nagles@midrivers.com 
 

District II Chair 

Karen Myers 

9425 Crystal Springs 

Havre, MT 59501 

406-395-4514 (H) 

406-395-4486 (W) 

myersmt@mtintouch.net 
 

District III Chair 

Jayme Lehman 

3390 Canyon Drive 

Billings, MT  59102 

jlehman@billingsclinic.org 
 

District IV Chair 

Eleanor Harvey 

5 Paradise Ranch Road 

Livingston, MT 59047 

406-333-9099 (H) 

echarvey@live.com 
 

District V Chair 

Lana Hamilton 

6405 S. Meadowwood 

Missoula, MT 59803 

406-251-3456 (H) 

hamiltonlana@ymail.com 

 

 

 

J.R. Constance, right, presenting a Regional 
Omicron Sigma award to Joni Gilstrap in 

recognition  of her efforts this past year in behalf of 
ASCLS at the Spring Meeting in Billings. 

 

Amy Steinmetz is the 2008-2009 ASCLS-
Montana Member of the Year and 

received a plaque, certificate and $100 
from ASCLS- MT. 

 

 

The ASCLS-MT Awards Committee this past year, consisting of Michelle Nelson and 

Renee Kloser, did a marvelous job.   Awards presented at the Spring Meeting, not 

including the Omicron Sigma Awards which Joni Gilstrap and JR Constance awarded, or 

membership longevity awards, were: 
 

 ASCLS-MT 2009 Member of the Year:  Amy Steinmetz 

 ASCLS-MT 2009 Student/Intern of the Year ( Certificate and cash award from 

the Mary Martin Scholarship fund):   Aimee Little   

 ASCLS-MT 2009 Member Paper of the Year:  Walter Walsh 

 ASCLS-MT 2009 Student Poster of the Year:  Ashley  Greco 

 ASCLS-MT Key to the Future:  Cara Ryan 

 Bio-Rad Professional Achievement National Nominee:   Barbara Hudson 

 ASCLS Member of the Year National Nominee:   Linda Masin 

 ASCLS New Professional of the Year National Nominee:  Chelsea Wallace 

 ASCLS- Montana Scholarship Recipients 2008-2009 (Awarded Fall 2008) 

o Samuel D Soyer 
o Bridgette O'Brien 
o Kathryn Hines 
o Katie M Hovland 

 

 

mailto:skeeney@bresnan.net
mailto:Da_zzzz@yahoo.com
mailto:szanto@mt.gov
mailto:nagles@midrivers.com
mailto:myersmt@mtintouch.net
mailto:jlehman@billingsclinic.org
mailto:info@carrollsbandb.com
mailto:hamiltonlana@ymail.com
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Chelsea Wallace, left, receiving an 
award from Michelle Nelson, 

center, and Renee Kloser, right.  
Chelsea is the ASCLS Young 

Professional Member of the Year 
National Nominee from Montana. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Board of Directors 

Jeannine Pembroke ς2
nd

 Year 

2945 Rocky Pine Drive 

Helena, MT   59601 

406-447-7910 

horse6114@aol.com 
 

Amy Steinmetz ς 1
st
 Year 

1226 Colton Blvd 

Billings, MT 59102 

406-245-7836 (H) 

406-657-4076 (W) 

asteinmetz@billingsclinic.org 

 

Nominations Committee 

District I 

Keri Taylor 

877 Prairie Elk Dr  

Wolf Point, MT 59201 

406-485-2869 

osukeri@yahoo.com 
 

District II 

Rhona  5Ω!ƴǘǳƻƴƻ 

3617 8
th

 Ave South  

Great Falls, Montana 59405  

406-453-4939 (H)   

dantuonor@usa.redcross.org  
                                                                                                                                                                                        

District III 

Brenden Collins 

1245 Matador Ave 

Billings, MT 59105 

406-657-4060 (W) 

406-599-0059 (H/C) 

Bcollins3@billingsclinic.org. 
 

District IV 

Karen Clark 

Belgrade, MT 

 

District V 

Lana Hamilton 

6405 S. Meadowwood 

Missoula, MT 59803 

406-251-3456 (H) 

hamiltonlana@ymail.com 

Region VIII Director 

J.R. Constance 

Colorado 

720-339-3646 

jrc@rodricon.com 

 

Ashley Greco, left, presenter of 

the winning ASCLS-Montana 

Student Poster of the Year on 

Autologous Hematopoietic 

Progenitor Cell Therapy was 

awarded a Certificate and $100, 

sponsored by Intermountain 

Biomedical Services. 

 

Irene Siewert, left, whose student 
poster, The Advantages of Flow 

Cytometry, won the Peoples Choice  
Award. 

 

Walter Walsh, left, winner of the 

ASCLS-Montana Paper of the Year 

was awarded a certificate and $150, 

sponsored by Western Microscope.  

His paper The Black Death and HIV 

is included in its entirety in this 

edition of the MLN. 
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mailto:asteinmetz@billingsclinic.org
mailto:osukeri@yahoo.com
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New Professionals Board Member 

Katie Hovland 

2119 Livingston Avenue 

Missoula, MT 59801 

phone # 406.899.5521 

katie.hovland@grizmail.umt.edu 
 

Liaison for Students 

Amy Steinmetz 

1226 Colton Blvd 

Billings, MT 59102 

406-245-7836 (H) 

406-657-4076 (W) 

asteinmetz@billingsclinic.org 
 

Awards and Scholarships 

Renee Kloser- 2
nd

 year  

Missoula, MT  59801 

406-721-5600 (W) 

406-728-6397 (H) 

neerayr@yahoo.com 
 

Martin Guthrie ς 1
st
 Year 

Missoula, MT 

guthrienet@bresnan.net 
 

Finance and Audit 

Robert Senecal 

5770 Sunset Rd 

Helena, MT 59601 

406-422-0095 

Rob3@bresnan.net 

rsenecal@stpetes.org 
 

Government Affairs &  

PAC Coordinator 

Linda Masin 

2425 21
st
 Street West 

Billings, MT 59102 

406-259-8798 (H) 

406-247-6330 (W) 

lmasin@billingsclinic.org 
 

By-Laws 

Barbara Hudson 

412 N. 23
rd

 

Bozeman, MT 59715 

406-994-5664 

406-586-9440 

bhudson@montana.edu  
 

File Custodian 

Rhonda Craver 

8787 Huffman Lane 

Bozeman, MT 59715 

rcraver@montana.edu 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aessage 
(continued from page 2) 

request to assist you in giving a 

presentation on our profession to 

grade school or high school students.  

Think about doing this in your own 

local schools.   

Joni also chose to focus on 

ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /[{ 

students at MSU.  The second class 

launched into their exciting year of 

training on May 19, 2009.  Programs 

such as ours are rare indeed!  We can 

be proud of the extraordinary effort 

that produced a NEW CLS training 

program when one by one, programs 

continue to close. We gray-haired 

/[{Ωǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǳǎΣ ƻǊΣ LΩƳ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ 

no one will let us retire!  I was so 

ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇƻǎǘŜǊ 

presentations at our April meeting.  

ThesŜ ƪƛŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƳŀǊǘ ŎƻƻƪƛŜǎΗ  [ŜǘΩǎ 

hope they all find positions in 

Montana and stay to enrich our 

ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘŎŀǊŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΗ 

Having the opportunity again 

this year to attend the ASCLS national 

meeting in Chicago is indeed exciting!  

I look forward to the scientific 

presentations, the enormous vendor 

floor and the chance to bring some 

more great ideas back to my own lab.  

ASCLS-MT is a great organization, with 

just a small investment of yourself, 

you can find such opportunities as 

well.  I encourage you to think about 

this, ASCLS-MT is always in search of 

you dedicated professionals to help us 

guide the organization into the future, 

there are a multitude of rewards for 

your time invested!  

 

 

LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƴŜǿ ȅƻǳǊ нллф-10 ASCLS 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΗ  LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ άŜƳǇƻǿŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ 
ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƭƛŦŜέΗ 
 
!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άŜƳǇƻǿŜǊέ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ 
contemporary buzzword, the word empower 
is not new, having arisen in the mid-17th 
century with the legalistic meaning "to invest 
with authority, authorize." Now this 7-letter 
word has a more general recognized meaning 
of "enabling oneself to act strategically to 
succeed and to be actively engaged in areas of 
choice."  As clinical laboratory science 
professionals we must be empowered in our 
profession and believe that we can live our 
professional lives beyond all barriers real and 
conceived.  Together, united in and supported 
by ASCLS, as practicing professionals we are 
empowered throughΧΦ 
 
Ĕ Being informed of all that impacts or has 

the potential to impact how we practice 
our profession 

Ĕ Being connected to clinical laboratory 
science professionals throughout our 
state, our region, and the nation 

Ĕ Being able to expand our professional 
knowledge and skill sets through 
affordable continuing education, 
mentoring programs, and professional 
resources 

Ĕ Having a voice and choice in the future 
direction of our profession 

 
Every year when you make the decision to 
renew your ASCLS membership, you are 
making a professional statement about your 
ŎƻǊŜ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎΧ  YOU are a true clinical 
laboratory science professional.  YOU believe  
                  (Empower Your Life continued on page 6) 
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