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Spring 2010     

The Planning Committee consists of Dot 

Ahler, General Chair, Lana Hamilton, Cara 

Ryan, Lori Monahan, and Carrie Biskupiak.  

They have been working hard to provide a 

great spring meeting experience.  Room 

reservation information, the registration form 

and program information is available online at  
http://ascls-montana.asclsregionviii.org/annualmeeting2010.htm 

   

Exploring the Rivers of Change is the theme of this 

year’s annual ASCLS-MT spring meeting, April 14 

– 17, 2010.  Wine and cheese with exhibitors will 

kick off the activities on Wednesday evening, plus 

student posters will be displayed for your review.   

On Thursday, J.R. Constance, ASCLS Region 

VIII Director, will be the first speaker, informing us 

about issues that affect the laboratory community 

and providing ASCLS updates.  A full slate of 

speakers is planned, allowing attendees to garner 

a full 15 credits of Continuing Education. 

The annual ASCLS-MT business meeting will be 

held during this meeting; everyone is invited to 

attend. There will be a silent auction, and 

proceeds this year will be split between the 

Children’s Miracle Network, the designated charity 

of ASCLS-MT, and the scholarship fund for the 

Montana Medical Laboratory Science Training 

Program. 

The Friday evening social event will include a 

walking tour of historic downtown Missoula, 

followed by dinner at The Doubletree Inn, and 

ending with entertainment by “Bits and Pieces”, a 

Missoula Improv Troup. 

The meeting will conclude Saturday after an 

additional half-day of educational programs. 

The beautiful Edgewater Inn in Missoula has 

been selected as the site for this year’s annual 

ASCLS-MT Spring meeting.  A reduced rate 

room block is available for meeting attendees 

from now until March 31 or until sold out.  

Driving directions and details are on the next 

page.   

Missoula to Host  
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         Doubletree Hotel Missoula/Edgewater 
         100 Madison, Missoula, MT 59802 

2010 Award and Scholarship 

Opportunities 

Consider submitting a paper or 
nominating someone for an award (or 
apply yourself) 

ASCLS-MT Paper of the Year 
$150 award 
Submission deadline:  March 29, 2010 

ASCLS-MT Member of the Year 
Cash and plaque 
Nomination essays from nominator and 
nominee due March 29, 2010 

Nomination Forms and Information are 

available from Awards and Scholarships 

Committee Members: 

Renee Kloser 
Missoula, MT  59801 

406-721-5600 (W) 
406-728-6397 (H) 

neerayr@yahoo.com 

Martin Guthrie 
PO Box 594 

Lolo, MT 59847. 
406-240-8158 

guthrienet@bresnan.net 

 

Silent Auction Items Wanted 
 

The Missoula Planning Committee would 
like anyone having items they would be 
interested in donating to the Children’s 
Miracle Network/MUS MLS Scholarship 

Fund silent auction to contact either Lana 
Hamilton or Dot Ahler. 

 
Lana Hamilton 

6405 S. Meadowwood 
Missoula, MT 59803 
406-251-3456 (H) 
lana@bigsky.net 

 
 

Dorothy “Dot” Ahler 
Missoula, MT 

406-327-4017 (W) 
d.ahler@bresnan.net 

 

Remember, bring your checkbook, support 

our students and our kids!! 

Awards and Scholarships, (Continued) 

Don’t forget to check out the ASCLS website 
for Awards and Scholarships available, 
including the Alpha Mu Tau Education and 
Research (E&R) Fund with awards and 
scholarships in a variety of categories. 

River view rooms at the 

meeting Doubletree 

Edgewater Hotel are available 

for $85.00/night until March 31 

or until the room block is sold 

out.  Reservations may be 

online at 
www.missoulaedgewater.doubletree.com 

or by calling 406-728-3200 

and mentioning that you are 

with the ASCLS-MT group.   

President 

Vicki Rice 
124 Colter Loop 
Helena, MT 59602 
406-459-4978 (cell)  
406-459-4978 (cell)  
Vicki.rice@gmail.com 
Vicki.rice@va.gov 
 

President-Elect 

Vivian Schaffer 
3305 Pine Hills Drive 
Helena, MT 59602 
406-475-3075 (H) 
gvschaffer@mt.net 
 

Past-President & 

Leadership Development 

Joni Gilstrap 
1245 Ave E 
Billings, MT 59102 
406-252-6337 (H) 
406-657-4046 (W) 
jgilstrap@billingsclinic.org 
 
Secretary 

Chelsea Wallace 
2010.5 7

th
 St W 

Billings, MT 59102 
406-696-2656 (H) 
406-657-4060 (W) 
wallace_chelsea@yahoo.com 

 

Treasurer 

Robyn Temple-Smolkin 
201 E. Lyndale Ave. 
Helena, MT 59601 
406-461-8089 
rltemplesmolkin@aol.com  
 
Membership  

Victoria Rensink  
1010 Doane Rd  
Bozeman, MT 59718  
406-581-5740  
calzena0@hotmail.com 
 

Bridget O‟Brien  

3540 Tigard Ave  
Billing, MT 59101  
406-661-1015  
BOBrien@BillingsClinic.org 

Student Representative 

Ashley Banner 

519 Yellowstone Ave 

Billings, MT  59101 

406-697-1200 

ashann85@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

mailto:neerayr@yahoo.com
mailto:guthrienet@bresnan.net
mailto:lana@bigsky.net
mailto:d.ahler@bresnan.net
http://www.missoulaedgewater.doubletree.com/
mailto:Vicki.rice@gmail.com
mailto:Vicki.rice@va.gov
mailto:gvschaffer@mt.net
mailto:jgilstrap@billingsclinic.org
mailto:wallace_chelsea@yahoo.com
mailto:rltemplesmolkin@aol.com
mailto:calzena0@hotmail.com
mailto:BOBrien@BillingsClinic.org
mailto:ashann85@yahoo.com
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Board of Directors 

Jeannine Pembroke –2
nd yr  

2945 Rocky Pine Drive 
Helena, MT   59601 
406-447-7910 
horse6114@aol.com 

 

Amy Steinmetz 

1226 Colton Blvd 

Billings, MT 59102 

406-245-7836 (H) 

406-657-4076 (W) 

asteinmetz@billingsclinic.org 

 

Nominations Committee 

District I 

Keri Taylor 

877 Prairie Elk Dr  
Wolf Point, MT 59201 

406-485-2869 
osukeri@yahoo.com 
 

District II 

Rhona  D’Antuono 
3617 8

th
 Ave South  

Great Falls, Montana 59405  
406-453-4939 (H)   
dantuonor@usa.redcross.org  
                                                                                                                                                                                             

 
District III 

Brenden Collins 
1245 Matador Ave. 
Billings, MT 59105 
406-599-0059 (H/C) 
406-657-4060(W) 
Bcollins3@billingsclinic.org 

District IV 

Karen Clark 
15 Stag Street 
Belgrade, MT  59714 
406-587-3133 (H) 
406-587-3133 (W) 
kacsquiggy@yahoo.com 
 
District V 

Lana Hamilton 
6405 S. Meadowwood 
Missoula, MT 59803 
406-251-3456 (H) 
lana@bigsky.net 
 
Region VIII Director 

J.R. Constance 

720-339-3646 

jrc@rodricon.com 

 

Chelsea Wallace – (continued)  
 

Sigma tools to improve processes.  She 

still stays connected to the laboratory 

world through her involvement with 

ASCLS.  She has filled roles as: State 

Student Rep (MN), Program Chair (MT 

state meeting 2009), State Secretary 

(MT), and Regional New Professional 

Rep (Region VIII). She has been a 

member of the following committees: 

State Board of Directors (MN and MT), 

Regional Board of Directors (Region 

VIII), New Professional Committee 

(National) and Promotion of the 

Profession Committee (National). 
 

Board of Directors: 

Denise Higgins 
 

Denise is currently a Laboratory 

Manager at the Montana Public Health 

Laboratory, overseeing Serology and the 

Newborn Screening Program.  She 

received her Bachelor’s Degree in 

Medical Technology from Illinois State 

University in 1992, completing her 

clinical internship at the University of 

Chicago, Louis A. Weiss Memorial 

Hospital.  As a Clinical Laboratory 

Scientist, Denise has worked as a 

generalist mainly in Chemistry and 

Hematology around Montana and Illinois.  

She has been employed with the 

Department of Public Health & Human 

Services for 10 years.  Denise has been 

a member of ASCLS-MT for 5 years and 

chaired the 2008 Spring Meeting in 

Helena.  Outside of the laboratory, 

Denise is the Board President for 

Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies-The 

Montana Coalition. She has 2 children 

that keep her busy and she tries to get 

some tennis in when she can. 

  

 

 

MMMEEEEEETTT   TTTHHHEEE   222000111000   

CCCAAANNNDDDIIIDDDAAATTTEEESSS 

 

President Elect:  Amy Steinmetz 
 

Amy completed her undergraduate at 

Montana State University receiving a 

Bachelors of Science in Microbiology.  

She was accepted into the University of 

North Dakota Medical Technology 

Program in 1999 and did her internship at 

the Billings Clinic.  Soon after graduation 

she began working at the Billings clinic as 

a generalist on the evening shift.  Since 

then she has had many roles including 

day shift generalist, Education 

Coordinator for UND Students and 

Education and Training Coordinator for 

new employees at Billings Clinic.  She 

currently works as a System Specialist for 

the LIS department at the Billings Clinic.  

She became active in ASCLS as a 

member of the nominations committee in 

2005 and has held this position for 4 

years becoming the chairperson in 2009.  

She was also appointed as the Student 

Liaison helping to get students involved in 

the organization. She has attended many 

ASCLS functions including the national 

meeting in Chicago and Washington DC 

as well was Leg Days.  She is still a very 

active member of the board. 

 

Secretary:  Chelsea Wallace 
 

Chelsea received her B.S. in Medical 

Technology from the University of 

Minnesota before beginning her career at 

the Billings Clinic Laboratory. She has 

recently transitioned out of the lab and 

into a consultant position for Billings Clinic 

Operational Excellence using Lean & Six.  

mailto:horse6114@aol.com
mailto:asteinmetz@billingsclinic.org
mailto:osukeri@yahoo.com
mailto:dantuonor@usa.redcross.org
mailto:Bcollins3@billingsclinic.org
mailto:kacsquiggy@yahoo.com
mailto:lana@bigsky.net
mailto:jrc@rodricon.com
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MLN Editor 

Susan Keeney 
1207 Ave B NW 
Great Falls, MT 59404 
406-453-7255 (H) 
406-455-5439 (W) 
skeeney@bresnan.net 
 

District I Chair 

Dawn Nagle 
P.O. Box 618 
Circle, MT 59215 
406-485-2053 
406-653-2100 
nagles@midrivers.com 
 

District II Chair 

Karen Myers 
9425 Crystal Springs 
Havre, MT 59501 
406-395-4514 (H) 
406-395-4486 (W) 
myersmt@mtintouch.net 
 

District III Chair 

Jayme Lehman 

3390 Canyon Drive 

Billings, MT 59102 

jlehman@billingsclinic.org 

 

District IV Chair 

Eleanor Harvey 
5 Paradise Ranch Road 
Livingston, MT 59047 
406-333-9099 (H) 
echarvey@live.com 
 

District V Chair 

Lana Hamilton 
6405 S. Meadowwood 
Missoula, MT 59803 
406-251-3456 (H) 
hamiltonlana@ymail.com 
 
Liason for Students 

Amy Steinmetz 

1226 Colton Blvd 

Billings, MT 59102 

406-245-7836 (H) 

406-657-4076 (W) 

asteinmetz@billingsclinic.org 

 

Circulation/Webpage 

Susie Zanto 

2 Capital Court 

Helena, MT  59601 

406-442-5776 (H) 

406-444-2839 (W) 

da_zzzz@yahoo.com 

 

Board of Directors:  

Ashlee Ketchum 
 

Ashlee is a generalist working at Holy 

Rosary Healthcare in Miles City for the 

past 10 years.  She first received her 

Associates of Science (MLT) degree 

through Bismarck State College and 

earned her ASCP/BOR certification.  After 

working for a few years she decided to go 

back to school while working full time and 

received her Bachelor of Clinical Science 

(MLS) from University of Cincinnati and 

earned her ASCP/BOR certification.  She 

is very active in Spirit of Women through 

Holy Rosary promoting woman’s health.  

Ashlee is actively involved with promoting 

the laboratory’s Lab Check (Direct Access 

Testing) program, Love Your Heart 

activities and Day of Dance, with public 

speaking, community events and radio 

ads.  Within the lab Ashlee is very 

involved with career day by speaking and 

demonstrating the career of laboratory 

medicine to high school sophomores 

looking for a career path to follow.  She 

actively sits on a LEAN committee within 

the laboratory working to streamline flow 

between the laboratory and inpatients.  

Ashlee was fortunate to attend the 

ASCLS-MT Spring Meeting in Billings and 

IMSS and has been very impressed with 

the professionalism and passion of 

ASCLS members.  She hopes to 

contribute to the advancement of the 

society and clinical laboratory 

professionals by serving on the Board of 

Directors. 

 

Awards and Scholarships:   

         Rebecca Hamilton 
 

Rebecca Hamilton graduated from the 

University of Wisconsin-La Crosse with a 

bachelor of science in Microbiology in 

1998 and worked as a Food 

Microbiologist at Land O’ Lakes.  

Deciding to pursue her career in the 

healthcare industry, she accepted a 

position at Mayo Clinic - Immunology 

Laboratory and later went on to receive a 

Bachelor of Science in Clinical 

Laboratory Science.  It was her 

internship that brought her to Montana 

where she fell in love with the beautiful 

state and also met her husband.  Her 

work experience has carried her as a 

Clinical Laboratory Scientist from 

American Red Cross to the State of 

Montana Public Health Laboratory to 

Mayo Clinic - Molecular Laboratory. She 

has currently settled back into Great 

Falls at American Red Cross where she 

is very happy to be working in blood 

banking again. The wide range of work 

experiences, committee involvement, 

volunteer work and memberships has 

helped her grow as a professional in the 

clinical field.  She enjoys hiking, rafting, 

traveling around Montana and spending 

time with friends and family.  She has 

one son and currently expecting another 

child in June. 

 

 

 

 Friday Night Social Event at ASCLS-MT 

 Walking Tour of Historic Missoula 

 Dinner at the Doubletree Inn 

 Entertainment by a local improv group 
 

     Reserve your spot now! 

mailto:skeeney@bresnan.net
mailto:nagles@midrivers.com
mailto:myersmt@mtintouch.net
mailto:jlehman@billingsclinic.org
mailto:echarvey@live.com
mailto:hamiltonlana@ymail.com
mailto:asteinmetz@billingsclinic.org
mailto:da_zzzz@yahoo.com
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Nominations District IV: 

Karen Clark 

Karen graduated with a B.S. in 

Microbiology from Montana State 

University in 1989.  She spent one 

year at St. James' Hospital's Medical 

Technologist program in Butte, MT, 

and became certified by ASCP in 

1990.  She was hired by Family 

Practice Associates in Bozeman, 

August 1990, and has been the Lab 

Director there ever since.  Karen has 

been a member of ASCLS since 1991 

and was licensed by the State of 

Montana Board of Clinical Laboratory 

Science Practitioners in 1994. 

 

Remember that your professional license 

must be renewed by May 1.   

To renew you will need 

 The postcard mailed to you with 

your P.I.N. and renewal 

instructions. 

 14 credits in Continuing Education 

since May 1 2009. 

 $60.00 in check or credit card. 

Celebrate National Medical Laboratory 

Professionals Week, April 18-24, 2010 Audit and Finance: 

  Debbie Gibson 
 

Debbie Gibson is from Helena, MT and 

is a Carroll College graduate with a 

degree in Combined Science 

(Chem/Biology) and Medical 

Technology.  She is currently pursuing 

her Masters of Public Health through the 

University of Montana.  Debbie has been 

employed at the Montana Public Health 

Laboratory as a Clinical Laboratory 

Scientist for twelve years and spent nine 

years on the bench performing testing.  

She was recently promoted to 

Microbiology and Molecular Laboratory 

Manager at the end of June 2009.   

She is married with two beautiful girls 

ages 8 & 10 and has a special passion 

for distance running in her spare time. 

Nominations District II: 
  Rhona D’Antuono 
 

Rhona received a BS in Microbiology 

from Montana State University and a MS 

in Management from Troy State 

University.  She completed her Clinical 

Laboratory Science internship at 

Columbus Hospital in Great Falls.  She 

has been employed with the American 

Red Cross for 15 years and has been 

Laboratory Manager for 5 years.  If 

elected this will be her second term on 

the Nominations Committee.  She is 

married with 2 beautiful daughters who 

keep her very busy.  She enjoys playing 

golf, traveling and spending time with 

friends and family. 

 Non-ASCLS Members:  Do you know 

that if you join ASCLS now, you can 

register for the Spring Meeting at 

member rates? Visit www.ascls.org 

 

Education and P.A.C.E.® 

Susan Brown 
2900 12

th
 Ave N. #295W 

Billings, MT 59101 
406-238-6059 (W) 
smb@YPII.com 
 
New Professionals Board 
Member and Region VIII 
Student Representative 

Katie Hovland 
2119 Livingston Avenue 
Missoula, MT 59801 
406-899-5521 
kmhovland@gmail.com 
 
Awards and Scholarships 

Renee Kloser- 2
nd

  year  
Missoula, MT  59801 
406-721-5600 (W) 
406-728-6397 (H) 
neerayr@yahoo.com 
 
Martin Guthrie – 1

st
 year 

PO Box 594 
Lolo, MT 59847 
406-240-8158 
guthrienet@bresnan.net 
 
Finance and Audit 

Robert Senecal 
5770 Sunset Rd 
Helena, MT 59601 
406-422-0095 
rsenecal@stpetes.org 
 
Govt. Affairs/PAC 
Coordinator 

Vicki Rice  
124 Colter Loop  
Helena, MT 59602  
406-447-7512 (W)  
406-459-4979 (H/C) 
Vicki.rice@gmail.com  
Vicki.rice@va.gov 
 
By-Laws 

Barbara Hudson 
412 N. 23

rd
 

Bozeman, MT 59715 
406-994-5664 
406-586-9440 
bhudson@montana.edu  
 
File Custodian 

Rhonda Craver 
8787 Huffman Lane 
Bozeman, MT 59715 
rcraver@montana.edu 

http://www.ascls.org/
mailto:smb@YPII.com
mailto:cryan@billingsclinic.org
mailto:kmhovland@gmail.com
mailto:neerayr@yahoo.com
mailto:guthrienet@bresnan.net
mailto:rsenecal@stpetes.org
mailto:Vicki.rice@gmail.com
mailto:Vicki.rice@va.gov
mailto:bhudson@montana.edu
mailto:rcraver@montana.edu
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April 14, 2010 AS ASCLS-MT Board Meeting, Missoula, MT 

April 14 - 17, 2010 AS ASCLS-MT Annual Spring Meeting, Missoula, MT 

April 18 – 24, 2010 M  National Medical Laboratory Week 

July 27 – 31, 2010  ASCLS 2010 National Meeting, Anaheim, CA 

September 8– 11, 2010 Intermountain States Seminar, Jackson, WY 

October 13 – 16, 2010 Northwest Medical Lab Symposium, Portland, OR 

Calendar of Events 

Montana Laboratory News is the official publication of the American Society for Clinical Laboratory Science – 
Montana and is published quarterly.  Any material in this publication may be reprinted with credit given to the 
source.  Address all communication to the editor who reserves the right to edit any material received. 
 

Susie Zanto, Circulation 
2 Capital Court 
Helena, MT  59601 

ASCLS-MT 2009 Spring Registration Info Inside 

http://ascls-montana.asclsregionviii.org/annualmeeting2010.htm 

 

http://ascls-montana.asclsregionviii.org/annualmeeting2010.htm

