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Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Laboratory Excellence
Jeannine Pembroke, ASCLS-MT, Past-President

The theme of the 2003 ASCLS Nationa Meeting held in Philadelphia was, “Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of
Laboratory Excellence’. This theme was carried throughout the meeting.

Thomas Jefferson inspired al of us at the beginning of the meeting to continue to pursue our “Revolution” and
gave the “ Seven Reasons Why Revolutions Succeed”, that he learned from his experiences in the founding of our country.
While attending this meeting, | was again reminded that ASCLS is the premier clinical laboratory organization
representing our practitioners. ASCL S has dedicated members working fa the common “ Cause”. We have reached out to
other organizations to band together for change in our profession by forming the”CCCLW”. The CCCLW officially has
coined the term “Clinica Laboratory Professiona” to describe al clinica laboratory workers, phlebotomists to
pathologists. Thisis an effort to unify our profession that has so many specialties.

Another mission for ASCLS, working through the CCCLW, is enhancing the public image of clinica |aboratory
science. This year | have been nominated to the ASCLS National Committee on Professiona Affairs. The committee is
charged with helping to develop packets of public service announcements that can be distributed to newspapers, radios
stations and television stations to be used to fill in dead areas in their publications and air time. The committee is still
pursuing getting the major network producers of CSI and Crossing Jordan to include information at the end of the show,
about education and training opportunities for forensic laboratory specialists.

A wonderful connection that our profession has with the public is the website “Lab Tests Onling”. The websiteis
staffed by a dedicated group of laboratory professionals who answer consumer questions concerning laboratory test results
and the tests themselves. As of May 2003 the average number of total questions answered per day is 19 that are around
6500 questions per year! Some of the questions are humorous and some are very sad. The feed back from the public is
overwhelmingly positive!

Another important component to “winning our revolution” is membership. The new ASCLS membership
promotion is centered on the new logo “Voice, Vaue, Vison’. The state membership chairs are challenged to start a
“Membership Epidemic’. In the 2002 fiscal year ASCL S had a 95% membership retention rate! ASCLS membership has
actualy grown instead of declined for the first time in several years!

Finaly, former ASCLS president, Glenda Price, reminded us that we couldn’t live in the past. We can only ensure
a stronger future if we continue to pursue excellence. We need to have faith in our abilities, continue to act for the
common good and be decisive, in order to reach our goals.

Thank you for the opportunity to attend this fantastic educationa experience and to represent ASCLS-MT on the
nationd leve.

Regulatory Updates
Linda Mason

Laboratory Co-payment and Pharmacy Coverage:
Legidation to bring pharmacy drug benefits to Medicare beneficiaries is ready for conference committee. You
may find information at: http://finance.senate.qov/sitepages/legidation.htm  This will take you to the senate finance
page, and then click on the June 17 summary of this legidation. Section 432. Please note: There is a section in the
Senate version that would require a 20% co-payment for outpatient |aboratory services. The co-payment for laboratory
servicesis significant for all laboratories...so check it out.
National Coverage Decisions: Important CMS has published and posted the July 2003 release of the National
Coverage Decisions on their website. The next update is expected in Oct 2003. Find this information on the website:
http://cms.hhs.gov/ncd/labindexlist.asp
| CD-9 Code(s) Required:
Effective Oct 1, 2003: Any provider that submits a clam to Part B Carrier MUST include a valid ICD-9 CM code to
have their claims paid properly and timely. (exception for ambulance) Claims that arrive at the Carrier without VALID
diagnosis codes will be returned to the providers as "unprocessable’. Carriers may no longer enter a diagnosis code,
valid or invalid on any type of clam. ONLY the provider submitting a claim may enter a diagnosis code. Check out
Program Memorandiums: B-03-045 and PM B-03-046.
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A National Experience ©
Joni Gilstrap MT(ASCP), IMSS Coordinating Committee Member

| have never seen so many Clinical Laboratory Scientists in my
life. | have never seen so many Exhibitors in my life. As a delegate
from Montana | visited the beautiful city of Philadelphiafor the National
ASCLS Mesting this year. Did you know that the National Meeting is
aways held with AACC? Did you know they have over 550 vendors at
this convention? Did you know our society has a House of Delegates
that discusses issues, votes and uses Government Parliamentary
Procedures? Did you know that our society has a PAC (Political Action
Committee), a Government Affairs Committee, a Nominations
Committee, Continuing Education Advisory Council, Awards
Committee, Abstract Review Committee, Publications Committee,
Judicial Committee, Bylaws Committee, Student Forum, PACE
Committee and Rofessional Affairs Committee? Alpha Mu Tau meets
a ASCLS. Each region holds a Caucus meeting during the convention
and all delegates vote at the ASCLS election. There is a Professional
Society Development Track that consists of practical “how-to” sessions
on al the mgor functions of society management. There is a Healthcare
Forum with the most up-to-date information on key issues affecting the
clinical laboratory. There are Scientific Assemblies, Consumer Group
meetings, Roundtables, Workshops and Poster & Paper Presentations. If
| sound “in awe” of our ASCLS National Meeting it is genuine. The
enthusiasm, energy, professionalism and commitment to ASCLS by
participants demonstrated the “Vision, Voice, and Vaue” of our society.
A journey to the ASCLS National Convention is something | would
encourage al our members to experience. It verifies the importance of
our professional society and the work being done for Clinical Laboratory
Scientists everywhere.

Welcome
New ASCLS-Montana
Members

Michelle Nelson, Billings United Blood Services
Donald Smith, Billings United Blood Services
Eleanor Harvey, Livingston, MSU Student Health

Nominations Committee
in Philadelphia

Anne Weber

| have just completed my term
as ASCLS Nominations
Committee Member from Region
VIII. It has been a rewarding
experience for me to be able to
see such qualified and energetic
candidates be elected to positions
in ASCLS. There is a member
from each ASCLS Region on the
Nominations Committee; our job
is to encourage active ASCLS
members to be candidates for
elected positions at the national
level. We meet face-to-face only
at national ASCLS meetings, and
al other work is done mainly by
e-mail. In Philadelphia, we met
once to discuss revamping the
candidate rating forms, and once
to coordinate with the new
members elected at this meeting.

During my 2 year term, | had
the pleasure of seeing my friend
and co-worker Susie Zanto
elected as Region VIII Director,
and seeing two candidates from
Region VIII elected as President-
Elect, Barbara Brown from
Colorado (who is now President)
and Susan Morris from Idaho.
The new Region VI
Nominations Committee member
is JR. Constance from Colorado.
| encourage al of you to corsider
this position in the future!

Do foiget ihe ASTISHIT Falll Boeid Medfing
Qciber M1, 2003 im Glegow
Baiyone i welcome fio eiiend
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Delegate report from National Convention in Philadelphia
Barbara K. Hudson, President of ASCLS-MT

As a delegate to the 2003 ASCL S convention in Philadelphia, | participated in many noteworthy functions and
meetings. That being said | would like to comment on the discussion regarding the future of our profession. Before
traveling to Philadelphia al delegates received the report from the task force that was assembled by the National
Accrediting Agency for Clinical Laboratory Sciences (NAACLS). Thetask force is beginning to investigate and discuss
several questions and here iswhat they are:

1. Should the education for the entry level of a CLSMT be a master’s degree?

2. What isthe future task list or role of aCLS/MT?

3. What isthe difference between aCLSMT and CLT/MLT?
The task force asked us to keep an open mind about these questions and to envision what a laboratory would look likein
10 years. | enjoyed reading their reports which compared our profession with other professions such as pharmacy,
nursing, physician assistants, physical therapists and occupational therapists. They noted that all these professions have
advanced their profession by increasing their role in the health and welfare of patients. This has lead to an increase in the
practitioner’ s salaries and professional worth in the health care community.

During the last House of Delegates meeting on Saturday official debate on these subjects began. Prior to that
debate | listened to David Fowler, Ph.D. explain his proposed advanced practice model for aPh.D. in CLS. Heisa
member of the task force mentioned above and hopes to pilot test his proposal soon. Many people addressed the
delegation with avariety of opinions. Most had valid points and this issue will probably be debated for years. However,
only one person made the point that a masters level entry degree will only happen if universities will embrace this issue.
To do so they have to be convinced that awarding a candidate a master’s or Ph.D. degree isimportant to the profession
and provides an important workforce that contributes to the health care of our society. David Fowler has clearly thought
through his proposal with the two most important arguments he made. He fedls, and | very much agree, that aPh.D. in
CLSwill only win acceptance in the health word if we 1. Improve the health for the patient and 2. Save the patient and
health care system money by decreasing a patient’s hospital stay. In his clinical |aboratory practitioner model both would
happen. He proposed getting out of the lab, seeing patient’ s like the pharmacists, PA’s, physical therapists, etc, do and
become important to physicians. A “Clinical Laboratory Practitioner” could assist with lab testing that could or should be
done (and tests that shouldn’t) and thereby expand our roles as a partner in the health and well being of a patient. We
become more than “the people in the lab”. | believe if his model works the master’ s degree will soon follow and we
eventualy will have students entering the profession with a master’s degree (why not get credit for a 5" year of training?).
Their roles will be significantly expanded and probably include many of the same duties most of us already do. Then
roles of the CLT/MLT will fal into place after that.

The task force working documents are posted on the ASCLS Website in the May Leadership Mailing in the
Members section. | encourage all of you to read these documents and talk to me about your concerns, ideas and
suggestions. The debate will continue for years and transition, if it happens, will be dow. Just remember if we want to
stay where we are and |et others take over lab testing, (I frequently hear this being discussed) then we only need to blame
oursalves. Despite what some may say, we can be proactive and help control our destiny!

The Montana Laboratory News is the official publication of the American Society for Clinical Laboratory
Science — Montana and is published quarterly. Any material in this publication may be reprinted with
credit given to the source. Address all communication to the editors who reserve the right to edit any
material received.
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ASCLS — Montana Officers and Committee Chairs

2003-2004

President

Barbara Hudson

508 North 22" Ave
Bozeman, MT 59715
406-586-9440 (H)
406-994-5664 (W)
Bhudson@montana.edu

President Elect

Carol Schneider

64 Seven Mile Drive
Glendive, MT 59330
406-377-5941 (H)
406-345-3370 (W)
whiplash@midrivers.com

L eader ship Development/

Member ship
Development Co-Chairs

Carrie Biskupiak

1336 Beaverhead Rd
Helena, MT 59602
406-442-5561 (H)
406-444-3444 (W)
c.biskupiak @attbi.com

Jeannine Pembroke
6076 USHwy 12 W
Helena, MT 59601
406-449-4182 (H)
406-447-7910 (W)
Horse6114@aol.com

Education/P.A.C.E.

Professional Affairs
Jeannine Pembroke
6076 US Hwy 12 West
Helena, MT 59601
406-449-4182 (H)
406-447-7910 (W)
Horse6114@aol.com

Secretary (2™ Year)
LindaMasin

2425 21% Street West
Billings, MT 59102
406-259-8798 (H)
406-247-6580 (W)
Imasin@billingsclinic.org

Treasurer (1% Year)
Vicki Rice

737 S. Cdifornia Street
Helena, MT 59601
406-449-0776 (H)
406-447-7910 (W)
vicki.rice@med.va.gov

Board of Directors
Darcy Birkoski (2" Yr)
4412 39 Avenue North
Great Falls, MT 59405
406-727-2212 (W)
hell01444@juno.com

Vivian Schaffer (1% Yr)
3305 Pine Hills Drive
Helena, MT 59602
406-475-3057 (H)
406-444-2930 (W)
vschaffer @state.mt.us

Student Representative
Desiree Roth

Carol Schneider

64 Seven Mile Drive
Glendive, MT 59330
406-377-5941 (H)
406-345-3370 (W)
whiplash@mcn.net

Finance and Audit/
By-L aws

Carrie Biskupiak

1336 Beaverhead Rd
Helena, MT 59602
406-442-5561 (H)
406-444-3444 (W)
C.biskupiak @attbi.com

Awards & Scholarship
Walter Walsh (2 Yr)
1216 2 8" Avenue
Helena, MT 59601
406-449-6275 (H)
406-444-3444 (W)
wawal sh@state.mt.us

CaraMurolo (1% Yr)
356 Woodson Road
Helena, MT 59602
406-458-3334 (H)
406-444-3444 (W)
caramay03@msn.com

Government Affairg/

PAC Coordinator
Michelle Fisher

PO Box 353

White Sulphur Springs, MT
59645

(406) 547-2157 (H)

(406) 547-3321 (W)
jorysmom@hotmail.com

Editor

Kathy Martinka

625 South Sanders
Helena, MT 59601
406-444-3313 (H)
406-444-3444 (W)
kmartinka@state.mt.us
Martikath@aol.com

Publications Co-Editor
Walter Walsh

1216 % 8" Avenue
Helena, MT 59601
406-449-6275 (H)
406-444-3444 (W)
wawalsh@state.mt.us

File Custodian

Bill Schulz

705 Tower

Helena, MT 59601
406-443-4328 (H)
406-444-2318 (W)
tcbull @mt.net

Circulation & Webmaster
Susie Zanto

2 Capital Court

Helena, MT 59601
406-442-5776 (H)
406-444-2839 (W)
Szanto@state. mt.us
da_zzzz@yahoo.com

District | Chair
Dawn Nagle

PO Box 618

Circle, MT 59215
406-485-2053 (H)
406-653-2100 (W)
nagles@midrivers.com

Digtrict 11 Chair

Karen Myers

HC30, Box 333

Havre, MT 59501
406-395-4514 (H)
406-395-4486 ext 225 (W)
karen@rbclinic.rockyboy.org

District III_Chair
Susan Brown

2701 Yellowstone Ave
Billings, MT 59102
406-656-8426(H)
406-238-6059 (W)
smb@ypii.com

District IV_Chair
Vacant

District V_Chair
Judy Kelly
3308 Park Street
Missoula, MT 59801
406-594-2019 (H)
406-728-4100

ext 7535(W)
kalia@marsweb.com

Nominations Committee
District | (1% Year)
Myrna Kampen

1250 Rock Springs Rd
Reserve, MT 59258
406-286-5684 (H)
406-765-1420 (W)
gmkampen@nemontel.net

District 11 (2™ Year)
Kristen Cobb

3500 11" Ave S. #24
Great Falls, MT 59405
406-727-2603 (H)
406-455-5000 (W)

District 111 (1% Year)

Joni Gilstrap

1245 Avenue East

Billings, MT 59102
406-252-6337 (H)
406-657-4046 (W)
jailstrap@billingsclinic.org

District 1V (2" Year)
Brenda Dowland

1030 Peosta

Helena, MT 59601
406-495-0137 (H)
406-444-3444 (W)
piklz68@logonfrog.net

District V (1% Year)

Carol Anderson

525 Tower Street
Missoula, MT 59804
406-543-4110 (H)
amyncarol @peoplepc.com

Reqion VI Director
Susie Zanto

2 Capital Court
Helena, MT 59601
406-442-5776 (H)
406-444-2839 (W)
szanto@state.mt.us

da_zzzz@yahoo.com
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LOOKING AHEAD TO SPRING
2004 MEETING & SEMINAR

JoAnn Schneider, General Chair

The MTSCLS 2004 Spring Meeting &
Seminar will be held in Helena on April 14
thru April 17. The site will be the New Best
Western Great Northern Hotel. The Hotel is
located in a new section of Helena called
the Great Northern Town Center. The Hotel
is spacious and beautiful and will
accommodate our group in grand style. The
room rates have been set at $ 79.00 for a
single or double. We have many dedicated,
hard working individuals who have
volunteered to Chair the Committees. Susie
Zanto will be the Chair of the Registration
Committee and will use the new program
she helped design. Rosemary Shively is
heading the Social Committee, Carrie
Biskupiak has volunteered to Chair the
Exhibits Committee, and Vicki Rice and
Jeannine Pembroke will be in charge of the
Education Program. Kathy Martinka will be
responsible for Publicity and Ed Adams will
Chair the Finance Committee. We have
one new event this year: workshops for
Histo-Techs. The Histo-Techs from the V.A.
Hospital at Fort Harrison are working with
their pro-fessional society to bring in
speakers and sponsors in their area of
expertise. Contact Vicki or Jeannine with
any suggestions for educational topics !!!

Make plans to attend. The dates to
remember: April 14-17, 2004. Helena.
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MONTANA LABORATORIANS WITH

MEDICAL UNIT IN IRAQ
Rosemary Shively

Ever wonder how long it takes to complete blood bank
inventory when the room temperature is 100 degrees? Benilde
Howlett can tell you. It takes al day. Just opening the blood bank to
fill ablood order requires an hour of temperature equilibration for the
blood bank refrigerator.

Benilde is a member of the U.S. Army 172" Medicd
Logistics Battalion. There are two other Montana laboratorians in her
unit. They are Raymond Stack from Missoula and Timothy Eckert
from Bozeman. She and her medical unit began their journey to the
“Spd’, as Benilde cadls it, in mid January. After stops in Utah,
Colorado, and Kuwait, she now finds hersdlf in a camp somewhere
between Baghdad and the northern border of Irag.

In her civilian life, Benilde is a wife, mother, and
grandmother. She is employed as a phlebotomist a St. Peter’'s
Hospital in Helena. Prior to active duty, she worked full time at St.
Peter’s and also attended Carroll College part time working toward
becoming a Clinical Lab Scientist. This little “vacation” in Irag has
put that goal on hold, but Benilde hasn't given up. She has even
studied for her MLT exam while wearing a gas mask during a
simulated attack.

Benilde hasn’'t mentioned much in her letters and emails (e-
mails were a luxury until recently) about her blood distribution duties.
She does describe the 125-degree heat and flour-like red dust that is
stirred up by vehicles and helicopters. For a time, the only water
available for washing was the wastewater from the ice machines — ice
machines to make ice for blood shipments only. Benilde even has her
turn at night guard duty knowing that the loaded weapon by her side
might need to be put to use.

On the lighter side, Benilde writes of a decadent water fight
(when they did have water). She also recycles laundry wash water to
usein her garden. In June the cucumbers had blossoms, the corn had
tassels and peas (usualy grown in cooler climates) were 3 inches tall.
Oh, and we can’t forget the lavender planted in the sand bags used to
hold down the tent! Whoever says scientific people aren’'t cretive
hasn’t met Benilde.

| hope that when Benilde returns late this year or early in
2004, she will have time to share her life at the “Spa’ with al of us
around Montana. She is truly an asset to the clinica laboratory
profession.
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Region VIII Directors Message
Susie Zanto

A young man was driving down a country road, and
instead of watching the road, he was gawking at the scenery,
and drove his car into a muddy ditch. He couldn’t drive the
car out, so he walked to the nearest farmhouse for help. The
farmer told him that Dan, his mule, would be able to pull the car out of the ditch. Farmer Brown hitched Dan to the
bumper of the car, and then yelled, “Let’s go Buck, C'mon Smokey, Hey there Jack”. Then he yelled “Let’s pull Dan”,
and Dan proceeded to pull the car out of the ditch. The young man was thankful, but asked the farmer why he yelled al
those other names before yelling for Dan. Farmer Brown replied that Dan was getting old and blind, and as long as he
thought he was pulling as part of ateam, he could pull more weight.

Thisis the time of the year when ASCL S state chapters turn the reins of their presidency over to a new incoming
leader. This new leader has prepared for this big step during their year as President-Elect, but still approaches the
challenge with some trepidation, no matter how involved, dedicated and accomplished they are. Do we, as grass root
members, let our President pull all the weight, without giving her or him the support and input they need as part of the
team? When the call goes out to contact your Congressmen about the laboratory co-pay present in the Senate version of
the Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit bill, do you jump at the chance to lobby for our laboratory issues? When the
position paper on the Role of the Laboratory in Geriatric Medicine comes before the ASCLS House of Delegates in
Philadel phia, have you provided feedback on the position you feel ASCLS should take? Have you thought about what the
laboratory of the future will look like, and discussed with your ASCLS leadership what educational requirements our
students must have to be successful ?

We, as members of ASCLS, have to ensure that we don’t let our new Presidents be like Dan, the mule. Don't let
them shoulder all the responsibility, with only the illusion of teamwork. Let’'s al take a pledge to help our leadership at
every opportunity; our strength is in our numbers and our diversity. If we al pull as part of the team, no one will feel the
effort is too much.

Congratulationsto al our newly installed leadersin Region VIII. | feel confident that the success of ASCLS will
continue in the year(s) to come, thanks to their dedication and commitment.

oid You Knowy »

Y ou can edit your ASCLS membership information, ook up your membership status or re-new your membership on ling?
Go to the ASCL S website, www.ASCL S.org

Enter the members only section by clicking on the flashing icon in the upper left of the screen.

Enter your password (or get a password if you don't have one). Y our membership information will be visible to you

and you are given severd options to view and edit your information.

So if you have moved, you can change your address that way you won't miss any issues of ASCLS Today!

There are lots of other great benefits of the ASCL S website. The site has gone through numerous changes based on
suggestions from members like you. Check it out today!

ASCLS - Montana Fall Educational Seminar
October 11 - 12, 2003

Frances Mahon Deaconess Hospital Glasgow, Montana
For more information, contact Audra Breigenzer or Colleen Lindvig at 406-228-3675 or lab@fmdh.org
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Message from the President
Barb Hudson, President ASCLS-MT

| am excited about the coming year and the many hopes and promises it brings. After being asked several
times about a leadership role in this society and declining for a myriad of reasons (we all have them), | finally ran out of
excuses and said it is time for me to step forward and contribute to the Society and our profession. | am nervous but
promise | will dedicate sufficient time to the responsibilities of this office and goals | have set for the year.

So what are my goals as your president? First and foremost, it is to spread the word about the benefits of our
society. Itis not just the continuing education that some people join for because they need CEU'’s, it is the meeting of
people from all over the state. Networking with others can only benefit us professionally and personally. The society
also keeps us up to date about current legislative issues that affect ourselves and the place we work. ASCLS is a
leader in addressing key issues such as the workforce shortage and medicare reimbursement. It also has been the
leader in developing a coalition of organizations (CLMA, ASCP, etc), which lobby for the important laws and/or
appropriations which affect labs. When you join ASCLS-MT you find out about all these things and grow professionally.
Therefore, recruitment to our organization is my first goal.

My second goal is to spread the word about our profession to young, potential CLS/CLT students. You only
need to look around your lab to see that a lot of us are aging faster than we would like. Who will replace these people
and conduct the tests you or your family needs when you or a colleague retires? As an educator at Montana State
University, | am often asked “what am | doing about this?” My first response is “what are you doing about this?” We
are all responsible for recruiting to our profession. Even though we may complain about the long hours and low pay,
over the years most of us have learned that service to others is really what it is all about. You can bring young students
to your lab and show them what you do. You can go to schools and discuss lab testing in your local high schools’
biology class or with guidance counselor’'s. You would be surprised at the captive audience you will get (they all watch
CSI) and how fun that can be. Don’t hide behind your lab coat but get out there and be proud of what you do — we are
an important allied health profession! | have developed a display board for recruitment and we have numerous
brochures | can send to any of you about our profession and the curriculum at MSU and the U of MT. Please don't
hesitate to call me at 406-994-5664 for any materials or ideas you may need. We also have a web site where
information about our programs can be obtained (www.umt.edu/medtech).

My third goal isn't as exciting but it is definitely important. We hope to write the job descriptions for all the
offices in our state society, from district chairs and nominations committee to the bylaws committee and government
liaison/PAC coordinator. Then when you are called upon to consider a leadership role you will have a better idea of
what is expected. Our goal is to recruit new leaders and we hope it will be harder for you to say no the next time you
are asked to contribute to our society and profession. As | said before, | was reluctant to step forward but do not regret
(at least not so far) getting more involved with the state society. We have a tireless group of volunteer leaders and |
have grown to really appreciate their hard work and dedication. Thank you to all those leaders who finally said “yes”
ahead of me and | look forward to a fun and rewarding year.

FROM THE EDITORS DESK..........

Summer 2003 is nearly gone! The request was sent out for contributions to this issue of the MLN and
the response was tremendous. No matter how busy our members are with their daily lives at work and home
they always find more time for our Society. For example, Jeannine Pembroke hurriedly dashed off several
articles while helping to evacuate families in the path of Montana wildfires. Elsewhere in this issue of MLN you
will read the story of Benilde Howlett, another dedicated, laboratory professional serving in Iraqg....a fantastic
article written by her friends and co-workers (suggested by JoAnn Schneider).

Dorothy Ahler is another member of ASCLS-MT who has given a huge amount of time and energy in
the past by serving as Editor of the MLN and President (among other duties). A big thank you to Dorothy!!

We have mentioned a scant one percent of our state society’s membership but only as examples of the
type of people who make up our profession. Many other laboratory professionals contribute countless hours of
hard work to make our state Society one of the best in the United States......

Kathy Martinka
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Wednesday, September 10th
ASCLS Region VIII Meeting
No Host Cocktails - hors d with the Exhibitors
Thursday, September 11th
Reducing the Burden of Disease —Lab Info Supports
Medical Risk & Quality Mgt
HPV Testing and Cervical Cancer Prevention
Knowing Your Personal Style — Myers Briggs Type Indicators
DNA for Dummies
Thrombophilia and Monitoring Therapy
The Basics of Investing and the Stock Market
Landscape Photography
Friday, September 12th
Scientific Assembly Breakfasts (round table setting):
Microbiology - Susie Zanto -Viruses in the News
Administration - Susan Morris — Bring Joy to your Work
Chemistry - Joni Gilstrap - Latest Hot Topics
Hematology/Hemostasis - Marilyn Alvord - Low MW Heparin
Monitoring & Other Hot Topics
Immunohematology - Anna Vogelson — Bacterial Detection in
Platelets, Pathogen Inactivation, West Nile
Update on Bioterrorism and SARS
Effective Techniques to Eliminate Cardiac Disease
Improving Your Professional Image

Malaria

Transfusion Medicine Update: Safe Blood Supply « .

Point of Care Testing for the Chest Pain Patient There are some days I practlce
Saturday. September 13th positive thinking..... and other days I'm

Recent Advances in Ovarian Cancer Research e C L ”
Transfusion Related Acute Lung Injury (TRALI) not pOSItIVQ lam ,thmkmg'
Practical applications of Quality Control (Provided by Linda Masin) ~Dr John M. Eades

Laboratory Tests in HIV

Case Studies in Neuro and Toxicology

Training and Competency Assessment Techniques

The Molecular Diagnostics Revolution

Employers and Students Benefit from Dual Enroliment Partnerships

INFECTING YOUR CO-WORKERS WITH THE “BUG”

The new membership brochures are available. Make sure you have at least 1 or 2 so you can
help “infect” other clinical laboratory professionals with the ASCLS membership “bug”!
Help the ASCLS-MT membership recruit new members using our new
Voice, Value, Vison logo.

For more information or to get a new brochure
e-mail
Carrie Biskupiak, Jeannine Pembroke or Darcy Birkoski.

Their contact information is available in this publication and on the ASCLS-MT website
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AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR CLINICAL LABORATORY SCIENCE

What'sin it for YOU?
Your VOICE, Your VALUE, Your VISION

Why ASCLS?

ASCL S isdesigned to represent and to VALUE our entire profession, not just one specialty area
ASCLShas VISION and is led by members of our profession, not by members of another related profession
ASCLS gives VOICE to your concerns, opinions, competence and professionaism

How does ASCL S define our professional practice?

Created the Body of Knowledge--- a document that describes the skills necessary for al levels of professional practice
Participated in the NAACLS Futures Conference---where the curriculum needed to educate future laboratory science
practitioners and the evolution of our profession was discussed

How does ASCLSS represent our profession in legidative/regulatory affairs?
Medicare reimbursements

Medicare reform

Public Health Security and Bioterrorism Response Act

Patient Safety

How does ASCL S represent our profession in collaborative efforts?

Created and hosted mestings of the Summit on the Shortage of Clinical Laboratory Personnel. Other attendees included
ASCP, ASM, AACC, AABB, AMT, ACLA, CLMA

Co-sponsored aweb project that will inform the public about clinical laboratory testing, www.|abtestsonline.org
Co-sponsor of National Medical Laboratory Week

State Societies raise funds for the Children’s Miracle Network

Are there continuing education opportunities from ASCL S?
ASCLS Montana Spring and Fall educational meetings
ASCLS Annual Meeting

Clinical Laboratory Educator’s Conference

Advanced Training Ingtitute

Legidative Symposium

On-line Courses

CD’sfor Learning

ASCL S “Education Connections’ catalog

ASCLS Virtud Library

What's the #1 benefit of becoming an ASCLS Member?
ASCLS speaks with a SINGLE UNITED VOICE for al Clinica Laboratory Science Practitioners!

What you need to know!

The rewards of membership in ASCLS are much greater than the cost!
You need ASCLS and ASLCS needs you!

Become a part of your profession-join ASCL S today!
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GLASGOW
SITE OF 2003 FALL EDUCATION SEMINAR

Audra Breigenzer and Colleen Lindvig

Glasgow will host this educationa conference Saturday and
Sunday October 11 and 12 at the Frances Mahon Deaconess Hospital.
This will be an opportunity to earn approximately 9 hours of continuing
education in one weekend. Saturday will be afull day of education and
we plan to end by noon on Sunday. Presentations will include:

Community Acquired Pneumonia by Dr. Kahn

Depression in the Elderly by Dr. Kay Dorr

Current Methods for Pain Management by Thom Schultz

Emergency Preparedness in a Bioterrorism Attack by Clay Berger

Stress Relief with Massage Therapy by Ann Stanley

Identification of Bioterrorism Agents by Anne Weber

Interpretation of Scattergraphs by Allyn Christians

The Laboratory’ s Role in Diabetes Management by Val Pratt

M ake your lodging reservations early by calling the Cottonwood Inn

at 1-800-321-8213. 20 rooms will be held until September 20™. Ten
rooms are being held at the Campbell Lodge until October 6". Call the
Campbell Lodge at 406-228-9328. When making reservations tell them
you are coming for the hospital laboratory conference. Other motelsin
Glasgow are the Star L odge 406-228-2494 or the La Casa Motel 406-228-
9311. For more information, contact the Frances Mahon Deaconess
Hospital Laboratory in Glasgow at 406-228-3675 or |ab@fmdh.org
See you in Glasgow!

YOUR IDEAS NEEDED
FOR LAB PRESS
RELEASES

Jeannine Pembroke,
National Committee on Professional
Affairs

The ASCLS National Committee
on Professional Affairs has been
given the task of writing several
short and longer public service
announcements to be used in radio
spots, television announcements and
newspaper fillers. | need your help
looking for material to write these
PSAs. The purpose of the
announcements is to enhance the
public image of clinica laboratory
science. They could be persona
stories of how you or your lab as
worked as part of the hedthcare
team making a critical diagnosis or
treatment decision, what would
happen if the lab closed in your
hospital or physician office, a short
slogan about the importance of the
clinical laboratory profession, etc.

| volunteered to write the first 2
“blurbs’, to get everyone's creative
juices flowing. So send me your
ideas. Think about how something
would sound on the radio for 15-30
seconds, or short informative
announcement that would appear on
television or in the newspaper.

You can send them to my email
jeannine.Pembroke@med.va.qov or
horse6114@aol.com or give me a

cdl a home or work, the
information is on the ASCLS-MT
website and in this MLN.

Thanks for your help.
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Calendar of Events

September 10, 2003 ‘ ASCLS Region VIII Fall Council Meeting, Jackson, WY
September 10 - 13, 2003 ‘ IMSS, Jackson, WY - Utah is host state

October 11 - 12, 2003 ‘ ASCLS-Montana Fall Education Seminar, Glasgow, MT
October 11, 2003 ‘ ASCLS-Montana Board Meeting, Glasgow, MT

April 12-15, 2004 ‘ ASCLS-Montana Spring Meeting, Helena, MT

July 2004 ‘ ASCLS National Meeting, Los Angeles, CA

September 2004 ‘ IMSS, Jackson, WY - Colorado is host state

October 2004 ‘ ASCLS-Montana Fall Education Seminar, Ennis, MT

ASCLS-Montana Wants Your e-mail Address

In an effort to provide our members with a new full color publication, and to save money on postage and printing,
the ASCLS-Montana Board of Directors voted to transition the Montana Laboratory News to an electronic format. Hard
copies will still be mailed to facilities and to those individuals that do not have internet access.

Those ASCLS-Montana members that have provided an e-mail address when they paid their membership dues
will be sent a message that the latest edition of MLN is available on the website — and a link will be provided. The
newsletter will be posted on the website in a PDF format, so you will need to have Adobe Acrobat Reader on your
computer in order to view the newsletter.

For those of you members that are receiving this newsletter by “snail” mail, please contact your District Chair or
Susie Zanto, Circulation, (da_zzzz@yahoo.com) with your current e-mail address. Your District Chair contact information
is provided in page 5 of this newsletter. We will be following up this message with a postcard from your District Chair.

Your e-mail address is important to us. We hope to provide other information to you in a timely fashion in a
broadcast e-mail, such as information about legislation that impacts our profession, or Scientific Assembly information.
Please take the time to respond.
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ASCLS-Montana Circulation
Susie Zanto

2 Capital Court

Helena, MT 59601



